Reliability of echocardiography in the detection of metastatic malignant pericardial masses.
Pericardial metastasis is a rare localization of a malignant neoplasm. We report a 28-year-old man with metastatic spread of an epithelial thymoma into the pericardium. This in turn compressed the heart with induction of exertional dyspnea, hepatomegaly, chest pain and increased jugular venous pressure. All these features occurred in the absence of significant hemodynamic impairment. Echocardiography revealed an intrapericardial mass at the level of the left ventricular free wall. Surgical removal of this pericardial neoplasm produced a rapid improvement in clinical status. Ultrasonography, therefore, is a reliable noninvasive method for the diagnosis of cardiac impairment due to a pericardial metastatic mass.